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Learners’ Experiences of e-Learning: Workshop Materials

	Meet the Projects



Each workshop will include a special guest appearance from one of the funded projects. Details of all the projects can be found below. As well as the web sites listed, public wikis for each project can be accessed from the programme web site: https://mw.brookes.ac.uk/display/JISCle2/Project+websites.

Students' Blending Learning: User Patterns (BLUPs)
University of Warwick partnered with the University of Northumbria 
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/ldc/blups/
BLUPS aims to find out how learners blend different types of learning during their university careers, considering both personal and institutional opportunities for learning, and the physical and virtual environments available.

e-learning for Learners (e4L)
The University of Northampton partnered with Northamptonshire Adult and Community Learning, Northampton College 
http://www.northampton.ac.uk/e4l
E4L has undertaken research into adult and HE learners' experience of e-learning, focusing on how learners participate in learning, how they manage transition, use of web 2.0 technologies and ‘shadow’ technologies that exist beneath the institutional radar, and learners’ light-bulb moments.

Learner Experiences across the Disciplines (LEaD) 
University of Edinburgh 
http://www.epcc.ed.ac.uk/projects/lead
LeAD is capturing aspects of the whole learning experience, including the role played by technology, during students’ first year at University. Its focus is on 'critical moments' in learners' transition to University and how their approach to study changes as they progress through the year.

Disabled Learners' Experiences of e-learning (LExDis) 
University of Southampton 
http://www.lexdis.ecs.soton.ac.uk
LexDis is increasing our understanding of the complex issues introduced by disabled learners’ requirements for accessible e-learning, compatible assistive technologies and effective learning support.

Learners' experiences of blended learning environments in a practice-based context (PB-LXP) 
The Open University
http://kn.open.ac.uk/public/workspace.cfm?wpid=7174
The Open University project focuses on work-based courses where, of necessity, students are using a range of technologies across boundaries. The project has investigated strategies used by students to manage this process, enablers of effective learning, critical moments in studying with technology, and the relationship between institutional and student practices.

STudent Reflections On Lifelong Learning (STROLL) 
University of Hertfordshire partnered with Hertford Regional College 
http://perseus.herts.ac.uk/uhinfo/info/blu/blu/projects/stroll.cfm
The STROLL ‘learning journeys’ project has followed 36 students, at different points in their FE and HE careers, over 18 months of study in a blended learning environment. The project will provide insight into how students use their time and how technologies help them fit learning into their lives.

Exploring the Experiences of Master's Students in Technology-RichEnvironments (THEMA) 
Oxford University Computing Services
http://thema.oucs.ox.ac.uk
By focusing on taught postgraduate study, Thema provides a complement to other projects in the programme. It has investigated the impact on their experience of students’ choices about time and location of study, critical moments in their experiences of technology for learning, effective strategies for learning with technology, and how they personalise technologies to better suit their needs.
	Meet the Team


Each workshop will be facilitated by members of the Support and Synthesis team. Details of team members can be found below. To contact the team, please email elsynthesis@googlemail.com.
Helen Beetham, Research Consultant, JISC
Helen has been involved in e-learning research and development for over a decade, and in the Learners' Experiences of e-Learning programme from its inception in 2005. She has a strong interest in learner-centred research and evaluation, and in the complexities of learners' technical, social and knowledge practices.

Greg Benfield, Educational Developer, Oxford Brookes University

Greg is an e-learning specialist educational developer at Oxford Brookes University and has been involved in the Learners' Experiences of e-Learning programme since 2005. He teaches on Brookes' MA programmes in Higher Education and runs workshops and online courses for higher education staff across the UK. His main areas of interest are learner experiences of technology-mediated communication and collaboration, and transformative curriculum design. 

Eta De Cicco, Development Officer, (ICT & Learning), NIACE
Eta is a Development Officer in the ICT and Learning team with NIACE. She is currently responsible for senior manager training in e-learning strategy and policy development. She has extensive experience in the delivery of teaching and learning through communications technology. Eta has been a member of the Learners' Experiences of e-Learning programme from the start and is also involved in projects at Niace related to 'learner voice'.
Sarah Knight, JISC e-Learning Programme Manager

Sarah manages the JISC Learners Experiences of e-Learning Programme as well as the new Institutional Approaches to Curriculum Design Programme. She has also managed the production of a number of e-Learning Programme publications including ‘Effective Practice with e-Learning’, ‘Innovative Practice with e-Learning’, ‘Designing Spaces for Effective Learning’ and ‘In Their Own Words’.

Ellen Lessner, ILT Development Coordinator, Abingdon and Witney College

Ellen has taught in further education since 1984 and has been involved with the JISC Learner Experience Programme since 2005, having worked on the Scoping Project and the Support and Synthesis Project for Phase 1 of the programme. She is currently the Project Manager for the Phase 2 Support and Synthesis project.
Rhona Sharpe, Educational Developer, Oxford Brookes University

Rhona has worked on a number of JISC and Higher Education Academy funded projects to review, investigate, synthesize and disseminate learners' experiences of e-learning. She now leads the ELESIG network of researchers who are involved in evaluations of learners experiences.
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                Support and Synthesis Team: https://mw.brookes.ac.uk/display/JISCle2/CC+licence

